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stood, a distinction between the gods who are occupied with
the material or physical concerns of the country, and those
who preside over intellectual and moral needs. But beside
and below these chief office-bearing deities, there are evidently
very numerous gods of the counties and boroughs, to whom
the Imperial edicts secure regular and proper worship, whereby
their influence is enlisted upon the side of Government; while
the provincial officers are expected regularly to visit all those
registered as State Gods, much after the fashion in which Euro-
pean prefects are supposed to pay attention to persons of local
influence. All these deities seem to be rewarded, decorated,
promoted, or publicly thanked by the Supreme Government
according tcr-their vorks, with due gravity and impartiality.
The God of War, whose department may Lave increased in im-
portance in these days cf great armaments, was judiciously
raised, by a decree of the last Emperor but one, to the same
rank with Confucius,, who had before occupied the first place
in the State Pantheon. Constant reference is made in the
Gazettes to the performances of the minor deities, and they
seem to be all co-operating "with the prefects or the magistracy
in grappling with administrative difficulties; insomuch that
local government appeal's to consist of a coalition between
local deities and provincial officers, who divide the responsi-
bility, and share praise or blame. Whatever may be the posi-
tion of the more privileged and aristocratic class of governing
divinities, the minor Chinese deity is, Bot allowed to sit with
his hands folded, like Buddha, or to indulge, like the gods of
later Hinduism, in grotesque amusements or disreputable
caprices, or to decline responsibility for storms and earth-
quakes, on the plea that such casualties are part of some plan
beyond man's present understanding, "which will all come right
in the end. On tlie contrary, the condition on ivhich the
Chinese Government patronises the Pantheon is evidently
that it shall make for morality, support the cause of order,
and assist, promptly and 9 efficaciously, iu preventing or com-
bating such calamities as floods, famine, or pestilence. And
since in China the State deities, at any rate those who
represent outlying places and provinces, are not sent to the